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Figure and Ground 
 
 
   I try to understand the small outside I let in that year: 
   artichoke, orchid, what was beautifully composed.  I admired  
   every sentence he spoke and the valleys of grape.  I dreamt  
   the calligraphy and claws of black ravens,  
   the disrobing all afternoon.  I kept the entire map  
   without conscience or question as if following  
   where it led and where it scattered in distance.   
   None of us knew the path was untraceable.   
   We waited to start over, repeating Nothing to lose, nothing  
   to lose.  We carried our shadows; nothing more.   
   And nothing more difficult.  But let’s begin with the end,     
   and its unspoken vinegar skin of apology, its unit of meaning. 
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