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Twenty-five bodhisattvas
(Chion-in, Kyoto)

Soft day in autumn,
standing amid the silence

of these weathered stones—

Do not tell me these shapes
that gently undulate

with the ferned earth,
shrouded in morning mist,
are merely rocks, that we will be
no more, nor come together

in a springtime

to which I may yet travel.

Do not tell me these eyes
that blink dimly at dawn
will fade to black,
having worn themselves out
from their descent to earth,
that at some time, in some place,
we will not glow

again softly in the dawn.
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