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DEBORAH PURDY
Where It May Be
I come from out the morning;
The wind is slow, and the bent willows send
A courteous, yet harrowing grace.
I come from temples where her altars are—
The world is mine: blue hill still silver lake—
I open every door.
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HOWIE GOOD
How to Create an Unreliable Narrator
Hold your breath,
dance slowly
to riffs on real time,
voyeur voyager forager forester,
a small sound
in your head.
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MELISSA FREDERICK
[32]
I’m content when my bones
withstand time and thought.
You strip them for love,
for their rhyme.
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MELISSA FREDERICK
[43]
I see the day,
but when I sleep,
dreams look right:
indigo (o happy show),
seeing (yes) the shine on a yew,
dead you, gone (yes)
all days. A song, a sign.
Show me.
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CAREY VOSS
Henry Banner
I was sold
the third year of the war
for fifteen years old.
That would be
in 1864.
I must have been
twelve year old
when the war started
and sixteen when
Lee surrendered.
I was born and raised
in Ol’ Virginny.
Sold out of Russell County
during the war.
Ol’ Man Menefee refugeed me
into Tennessee near Knoxville.
They sold me down there
to a man named Jim Maddison.
He carried me down in Virginny
near Lynchburg
sold me to Jim Alec Wright.
He was the man I was with
in the time of the surrender.
Then I was in a town
called Liberty.
The last time
I sold for
two thousand
three hundred dollars.
More than I’m worth now.
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CAREY VOSS
Emma Barr
Mama was grown
when she sold.
She was mother
of twenty-seven children.
She had twins three times.
During the Civil War
she was run from the Yankees
and had twins on the road.
They died
or was born dead
and she nearly died.
They was buried
between twin trees
close to Hernando, Mississippi.
Dr. Ware had a fine man
he bred his colored house women to.
He was a hostler,
looked after the stock
and got in wood.
The women hated him,
and the men done as well.
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MARGO TAFT STEVER
Plank Walk
Cincinnati Sanitarium
Private Hospital for the Insane
April 7, 1878

Dear Father,
Sunday has come again and gone. The doctor allowed me
to move into the cottage. It is retired and quiet, has none
of the unpleasant associations connected with the upper story.
At our table are Mr. Sheets, the steward, and his wife; Dr. Savage,
the assistant physician; a Judge Johnson, who is staying here, hailing
from the South; and your son. No one knows why Judge Johnson
is staying here. I have tried to find out in what particular part of his mental
or physical structure the deficit exists which requires his confinement
in this solitude, but the only item of intelligence elicited is that
he has been cross at home, that he is staying here because
his family wants to keep him here.
The plank walk which you and I would answer for the purpose
of exercise does not seem to meet the case. I never tried walking
on a plank walk before. But it is the hardest thing to walk on that I ever
got hold of. It is not possible for the foot of mortal man to stand
walking on it for any considerable length of time. I have been on it for
half a day, and my feet are so sore and bruised that I had to come in
long before I wanted to, because my feet would not stand further service
in that way. It is a perfect means of torture to move for any length
of time upon that walk.
Love to you all,
Your loving and obedient son,
Peter
P.S. Will you please tell Tillie that I want a pair of thin soled gaiters?
I think there is a pair at No. 592 Freeman Street. If not, A. Hirsch
on Walnut Street under the Gibson House has my measurements
and can make a pair to suit. The shoes that I am wearing hurt my feet.
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Man Shaving
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WENDY DEGROAT
The Training of the Hand
1. Preparation
See that the hands are perfectly clean.
Let the light come from behind
and over the left shoulder if possible.
2. Purpose
Outside the practical advantage,
mental training through hand and eye
develops the inventive faculty
and has a permanent effect on the character.
Using hand, will, and mind together
inculcates moral and mental strength,
patience, thrift, and accuracy,
love for the true and the beautiful,
appreciation for the army of those who work,
a love of doing, and a desire to do for others.
3. Practice
Children must not be sacrificed to perfection,
to a model, to a stitch as an end in itself.
Accuracy of thought and action
is not gained by vain repetition.
The stitch should be taught as a means
to a definite article of interest to them.
The spontaneous handwork natural to a child
then abides as a powerful ally.
It is well for the teacher to remember
that good workers enjoy difficult tasks.
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4. Postscript
The training of the hand makes it dexterous
in other employments.
The enthusiastic and progressive teacher can
make freer beings of her pupils.
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TAMIKO NIMURA
Instructions to All Persons of Japanese Ancestry
for my Yonsei daughters
Uniting members of a family
to assist, give,
provide respect to all,
the following instructions must be observed:
(A responsible name is held,
living,
to receive further instructions.)
Evacuees carry with them the following:
Family, extra family,
sufficient family,
essential personal family.
All will be securely tied, plainly marked.
That which can be carried by the individual or family group will be permitted.
The substantial will be accepted.
All instructions pertaining to the movement will be obtained.
Go to 1942 to receive further instructions.
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SIMON COCKLE
Memory Cento
An elderly man fell off his horse
in crossing a ford on a winter’s night;
open the head, taking the brains,
wash, pick and cleanse.
When it is injured, remembrance
is impaired; salt, pepper and parsley
the seat of memory, chop the brains fine
put bye in a cloth.
Ever afterward he could not bring
to his recollection the names of
his wife and children: one was called Facey,
the other Diamond,
and the third, Oblivion, the Child of Cold.
Facey so thin, the wind would have blown
her away; sever out the bones,
cut the skin
(all her flesh was gone). She stared out of her
great eyes as though she’d seen a ghost—
at other times, words beginning with a vowel
cannot be found.
What was more, the fireplace in the kitchen
was one great pile of wood-ash; clean
the pot very clean or it will burn too.
His bad memory
fell from a considerable height
upon his head. He was bothered with it;
he could not see how all this had come about.
One morning he went
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into his cowshed, and there he found his
sweet herbs pulverized, although he did not
cease to recognize and love them as
fondly as before.
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M. A. SCOTT
3 Secrets
I taste her ink
watching her movements
repeat
as if she were adorned
jaws shut to draw
a shiver—
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
us
harmless

wild

saints:

I believe,

A little
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lost
But
ladylike

her cuffs
her liberties
her lips

tied up
and
ladylike.

16

KAREN L. GEORGE
Lip of the Well
Where water—inlaid with diamonds—
Knows stones, and emerald mosses grow,
Shall you and I read the summer away,
Fathom the Book of Thirst?
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KAREN L. GEORGE
In the Well
Like Water—You pervade.
Awe floorless
And no lid.
I house the Abyss—
A ghost of glass.

CONTRIBUTORS

Simon Cockle has published his work in iOTA, London Progressive Journal, Pantheon Magazine, In
Between Hangovers, and Poetica Botanica, as well as in the anthologies Secrets and Dreams (Kind of a
Hurricane Press 2016) and Paper Cuts (Poetry ID 2016). Simon received a master’s degree in education
from the University of Hertfordshire and teaches English and poetry; he also edits his school’s literary
magazine. He lives in Aston, England. Online at www.simoncockle.wordpress.com.
Wendy DeGroat is the author of Beautiful Machinery (Headmistress Press 2016), and her work has also
appeared in Common-place, Raleigh Review, Beltway Poetry Quarterly, Forage, and Rogue Agent. She
received an MLIS in library and information studies from Florida State University and works as a
librarian. She also teaches writing workshops and curates poetryriver.org, a resource for documentary
poetry and diversifying the contemporary poetry taught in high school and undergraduate classrooms.
She lives in Richmond, Virginia.
Melissa Frederick is the author of She (Finishing Line Press 2008), and her work has also appeared in
DIAGRAM, Crab Orchard Review, Mid-American Review, Moon City Review, and Queen Mob’s Tea
House. She is a freelance medical editor and lives in suburban Philadelphia. She can be found online at
Miss Fickle Reader’s Backwater Domain (missficklereader.wordpress.com).
Karen L. George is the author of Inner Passage (Red Bird Chapbooks 2014), Swim Your Way Back (Dos
Madres Press 2014), and The Fire Circle (Blue Lyra Press 2016). Her work has appeared in Naugatuck
River Review, America, The Adirondack Review, The Louisville Review, and Still. She received an MFA in
fiction from Spalding University, serves as the fiction editor for Waypoints, and reviews poetry and
interviews poets at Poetry Matters. She also participates in The Greater Cincinnati Writers League and
the Cincinnati Writers Project poetry critique groups. A retired computer programmer, Karen lives in
Florence, Kentucky. Online at karenlgeorge.snack.ws.
Howie Good is the author of Dangerous Acts Starring Unstable Elements (Press Americana 2016), Robots
vs. Kung Fu (forthcoming from Angel Press), and A Ghost Speaks, a Door Opens (forthcoming from
Another New Calligraphy). His work has appeared in One Sentence Poems, Uut Poetry, Poetry WtF?!,
Rust+Moth, and Molly Bloom. He received a PhD in American Studies from the University of Michigan
and is a professor of digital media and journalism at SUNY New Paltz. He also co-edits White Knuckle
Press with Dale Wisely. He lives in Highland, New York. Online at apocalypsemambo.blogspot.com.
Tamiko Nimura is a freelance writer and community journalist. Her work has also appeared in The
Rumpus, Kartika Review, Avidly, Discover Nikkei, and Hyphen. She received a PhD in English from the
University of Washington and lives in Tacoma, Washington. Online at tamikonimura.net.

19

Winston Plowes is the author of Misery Begins at Home (2010), Extras (Origami Poems Project 2014),
and Telephones, Love Hearts & Jellyfish (Electric Press 2016). His work has also appeared in Jab
Magazine, VoiceIn Journal, Leads to Leeds, Love You Madly: Poetry About Jazz, and Found Poetry
Review. A professional freelance writer, Winston has led workshops, taught, and been a poet in
residence at a variety of venues, including Square Chapel Centre for the Arts, University of Central
Lancashire, West Yorkshire Playhouse, The Gallery at the End of the Lane, Hebden Bridge Arts Fest,
Recycle Radio, and Beech Hill Primary School. He lives in Calderdale, UK, and can be found online at
winstonplowes.co.uk.
Deborah Purdy received a master’s degree in library science from Clarion University. Now a retired
librarian, she lives outside Philadelphia and creates fiber art. Her work has also appeared in Gravel,
Apeiron Review, Found Poetry Review, Apiary Online, and Cleaver Magazine.
M. A. Scott received a bachelor’s degree in music from the Hartt School at the University of Hartford.
She lives in Westchester County, New York, and works as a paralegal at an investment bank. Her work
has also appeared in the Nancy Drew Anthology (Silver Birch Press 2016).
Margo Taft Stever has published five collections of poetry, including The Hudson Line (Main Street Rag
2012), The Lunatic Ball (Kattywompus Press 2015), and CRACKED PIANO (forthcoming from
CavanKerry Press, Laurel Books imprint in 2019). Her work has also appeared in Blackbird,
Salamander, Prairie Schooner, Connecticut Review, and The Cincinnati Review. She received an MFA in
poetry from Sarah Lawrence College and is the founder of The Hudson Valley Writers’ Center as well as
the founding and current co-editor of Slapering Hol Press. She lives in Sleepy Hollow, New York.
Online at margostever.com.
Carey Voss is an artist and curator living in Little Rock, Arkansas. She earned an MFA in painting from
American University.
Sarah Ann Winn is the author of Portage (Sundress Publications 2015), Field Guide to Alma Avenue and
Frew Drive (Essay Press 2016), and Haunting the Last House on Holland Island, Fallen into the Bay
(Porkbelly Press 2016). Her work has appeared in Found Poetry Review, Nashville Review, Tupelo
Quarterly, Hayden’s Ferry Review, and The Massachusetts Review, and she serves as the associate poetry
editor for Zoetic Press. She received an MFA in creative writing from George Mason University and
currently lives in Manassas, Virginia. She is teaching poetry workshops for senior citizens at a local
community center this fall and is the founder and organizer of Poet Camp, a roving residency for women
writers. Online at Bluebird Words (bluebirdwords.com).

