
LOIS MARIE HARROD 
 

Petitio Principii 
 
In the morning I remember the moon 
floating in its dry glazed bowl, 
the dog leading us around 
by the leash, the shadows of trees, 
 
but the night was filled  
with the wet tremble of hummingbirds  
and just beyond the window  
dreams browsed in the leaves. 
 
What happens when we close 
our doors against the stars, 
why don’t they storm the screens? 
 
All day I loop, window to window,  
the sun huddled in my sleeve,  
begging my questions. 
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