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Leaving Instructions 
 

Go now and pick the tomatoes from the garden. 
The late September rain has chilled them to the bone. 
 
There will be no more warming sun to ripen them. 
We will eat them green and blessed by this last long wash of rain. 
 
In the garden beds, the zinnia heads are turning brown, 
but the parsley still abounds on springy bright green stalks. 
 
All that is not picked will soften and drop 
and we will put our garden calloused hands to rest. 
 
The raised beds will fallow over winter looking 
like outsized coffins in the snowbound yard. 
 
Only the rabbits and squirrels, a handful of hardy birds, 
and a feral cat or two will dig in the dirt 
 
and detritus from now until spring. 
I am gone away but will be home soon. 
 
My garden gloves are on the table. 
My straw hat hangs by the door. 
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