DEBORAH-ZENHA ADAMS

it was the last summer

It was the last summer and we
were
out of truth
the
extravagance of autumn
roused to
meet the
dead
and
the gate
opened

it was the last summer
and we were out

of truth the extravagance
of autumn roused

to meet the dead

and the gate opened



ABOUT THE POEM

“it was the last summer” was created from The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins (1859-1860). About

the poem and the process of composing it, Deborah-Zenha Adams writes:

This particular piece is the result of a practice in which I pull and pair words randomly
until some truth emerges. In this case, the end of a season and the opening of a gate led

to thoughts of liminality, and isn’t that always lurking in the backs of our minds?
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