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still quiet the grey
pale strange paler and stranger the
silvery white
subdued hanging in
transparent shade
figures mirror figures
red black and red
and shimmer
from Line & Form by Walter Crane
The Gates to Mesopia

“Mesopic” describes vision in an intermediate level of light,

aloft

such as twilight, resulting in limited color perception and reduced visual acuity.

still, quiet

the grey

pale, strange

paler and stranger

the silvery white

relieved, subdued

hanging in transparent shade

figures mirror figures—

red, black and red—

and shimmer aloft

relieved



ABOUT THE POEM

“The Gates to Mesopia” was created from Line & Form by Walter Crane (1900). About the poem and the

process of composing it, Jim Murdoch writes:

“The Gates to Mesopia” was my first attempt at writing a found poem although I had
used the cut-up method many moons ago. My approach was simple enough. I picked a
paragraph of what I considered a reasonable size to work with, read it and tried to get a
feel for the language without paying too much attention to the context. What came to
my mind were images rather than a story and so I played with arranging them and, much
to my surprise, a scene appeared that I attempted to flesh out. Iimagined someone
approaching the gates of a strange land only to find a warning hanging on the gates, two
bodies. A bit gruesome and so not me, but you work with what you got. The title is of

my own devising and the epigraph is its own thing.
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