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Tra

nsference

We experience the external—

as a glimmering of consciousness,

a shade of sensation

or a cause of effect

(first, the quality of cause,

then the quality of effect,

then the quality of sensation

(a touch,
a prick,

a pain)

and finally, the spreading,



further and further without)—
and we think of it,
we reflect on it—
quality as quantity,
intensity as magnitude,
more deeply
more clearly,
we see,
we hold,
we perceive—
and finally
we understand.



ABOUT THE POEM

“Transference” was created from Time and Free Will: An Essay on the Immediate Data of Consciousness by
Henri Bergson, translated by F. L. Pogson (1910). About the poem and the process of composing it, Jim

Murdoch writes:

“Transference” was my second attempt at writing a found poem. Having struggled with
my first (where I used the words strictly in sequence), this time I allowed myself the
freedom to pick the words in any order. The text was chosen fairly arbitrarily and I
simply selected a block of text about the right length and took it from there. This time
the context of the original pointed my way and the poem came together far quicker than

my first go. The title is of my own devising.
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